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Dear Mr. Henshaw 
Beverly Cleary 

 

1. What book did Leigh read every year since 2nd grade? 
Ways to Amuse a Dog by Boyd Henshaw 

2. What was the name of Leigh’s dog? 
Bandit 

3. When Leigh wrote to Mr. Henshaw, what did Mr. Henshaw write back? 
He sent Leigh a list of 10 questions to answer. 

4. What do Leigh’s parents do for a living? 
Dad is an over the road truck driver and Mom works part-time for a catering service and goes to 
college for nursing.  They are divorced. 

5. What is a “gondola” in trucker’s language? 
A container for hauling loose stuff, like carrots. 

6. Where is Bandit, Leigh’s dog? 
When Mom and Dad got divorced, Dad took Bandit because Mom couldn’t work and look after 
the dog.  Bandit rides with Dad in the truck and keeps him company. 

7. How did they get Bandit? 
He was a stray that just jumped into Dad’s cab one day.  They called him Bandit because he had 
a red bandanna around his neck instead of a collar. 

8. Who is Mr. Fridley? 
He is the custodian at Leigh’s school. 

9. What are some things that are bothering Leigh? 
Somebody keeps stealing things from his lunch bag. 
He hates walking to school slowly because he isn’t allowed to be at school until 10 minutes 
before the bell rings. 
It bothers him that when his Dad calls, he doesn’t call him Leigh.  He calls him “Kid”. 

10. What happened between Leigh, Mr. Fridley, and the state flag of California? 
When Mr. Fridley raised the flags in the morning, he raised the state flag upside down with the 
bear’s feet in the air.  Mr. Fridley gave Leigh the opportunity to fix it, and then to help Mr. 
Fridley raise the flags each morning. 

11. What did Mr. Henshaw suggest to Leigh so that he could become a better writer? 
He suggested Leigh keep a diary. 

12. What pleasant story did Leigh remember his family sharing with one another one Christmas? 
Dad said he often saw a shoe on the side of the road.  They all made up songs and stories about 
how the shoes got on the side of the road. 

13. What did Leigh get from his Dad for Christmas? 
A down jacket that was delivered by a strange trucker. 


